Museum Curator
Honored

Chairman of the Board, Supervisor Peter
F. Schabarum and Dr. John M. Harris

For his outstanding contributions to
science, Dr. John M. Harris, Chief
Curator of the Earth Sciences Division
at the County Museum of Natural His-
tory, was honored with a scroll of
recognition presented by Board of
Supervisors Chairman Peter E:
Schabarum.

Dr. Harris was one of the four scien-
tists participating in the initial August
1984 excavation of the most complete
skeleton of an early human ancestor
ever found. The exciting discovery was
made on the west side of Lake Turkana
in northern Kenya, Africa.

Paleontologist Harris has been
involved with the discovery, documenta-
tion, and analysis of fossilrich
northeastern Kenya since 1967, when
he joined Dr. Richard Leakey's team at
‘he invitation of anthropologist Dr. Louis
Leakey.

The 1984 expedition mentioned in Dr.
Harris’ citation was jointly sponsored by

(Continued on page 2)

Toy Loans — Future Stock

A barrel of broken doll parts, small
groups of trainable handicapped peo-
ple, store front centers, and needy chil-
dren are the elements of the worlds
oldest and the nation’s biggest Toy Li-
brary Program, the Los Angeles County
Toy Loan Program.

Toy Loan is a free service which
allows children to borrow toys from a
Toy Loan Center in the same manner in
which books are borrowed from a
public library.

Toy Loan had its origin during the
depression when the County Federation
of Coordinating Councils opened the
first Toy Lending Library in Manchester
Park in 1935. The program grew
steadily with community support and
was further expanded under the Work
Projects Administration (W.P.A). When
the Federal Works Project closed in
1942, the County Board of Supervisors
provided for the program’s continuance
within the Probation Department. In
1964, the program was transferred to
the Department of Public Social Ser-
vices where the toy repair program was
redefined to include repair by poten-

B

tially employable public assistance
recipients who were involved in training
and rehabilitation.

Repairing and manufacturing toys is
an important part of the rehabilitation
and assessment activity. In a large for-
mer paint factory at 2200 Humboldt
Avenue, rooms are filled with bins of
donated toys and toy parts. About 16
recipients develop skills in metal work,
power sewing, and furniture refinishing
as they reconstruct and paint dolls,
bicycles and sporting equipment, sew
doll  clothes, and refurbish doll
houses.

The program relies heavily on private
citizens for donations of repairable, dis-
carded toys. An annual Countywide
drive is held in February spearheaded
by schools and other organizations. In
addition to the need for toys, the pro-
gram accepts clothing, bric-a-brac, and
appliances for rummage sales conduc-
ted by the Toy Loan Advisory Board to
raise funds for the program.

Jane Donelson, the program's coor-
dinator for 23 years, has seen it grow to
(Continued on page 4)
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Jane Donelson, Toy Loan Coordinator, helps a future archeologist check out a model dinosaur,



Calendar of Events

At the Los Angeles County Museum
of Art — Leo S. Bing Theater Director's
Guild Golden Jubilee Feature Film Ret-
rospective. Each evening's performance
will be highlighted by the appearance
of an individual director who will dis-
cuss his career, films, and the art and
craft of the motion picture.

February 15, 8 pm. — John

Schlesinger

Midnight Cowboy (1969) and Day of

the Locust (1975)

February 21, 8 pm. — James L

Brooks

Terms of Endearment (1983) and

selected television programs

February 28, 8 p.m. — Richard

Brooks

In Cold Blood (1967) and Elmer

Gantry (1960)

March 1, 1 pm. and 8 pm —

Peter Bogdonovich

The Last Picture Show (1971) and

They All Laughed (1981)

For ticket information, telephone (213)
857-6201

Museum Curator

(Continued from page 1)

the National Geographic Society and
the National Museum of Kenya. The
County Museum of Natural History has
supported the project through Dr.
Harris' participation and contributions.
The expedition was also a feature in the
November 1985 issue of National
Geographic.

Among the spectacular finds were a
skull, jaw, and most of the skeleton of a
12-year-old boy belonging to the
species Homo Erectus. The fossil
remains are dated at about 1.6 million
years. For security and safety reasons,
the bones will remain in the thick
walled concrete vault at the Kenya
museum in Nairobi. Casts of the skull
were recently on display at our Natural
History Museum. Casts of the rest of
the skeleton will eventually be prepared
and displayed here, so that we may
marvel at the ancient remains and the
evidence of Dr. Harris' expertise.

A second expedition to the same site
took place in the summer of 1985
where additional fossil material was
recovered. Further field work is also
planned for the summer of 1986.

Before becoming Chief Curator at the
County Museum of Natural History in
1980, Dr. Harris was Director of Paleon-
tology at the National Museum of
Kenya for seven years. As the head of
Earth Sciences here, Dr. Harris over-
sees the Museum staff's extensive
research and field activities in inverte-
brate and vertebrate paleontology,
mineralogy, and the Rancho La Brea
project at the world-famous La Brea Tar
Pits.

A proud salute to Dr. Harris as a
stellar  County and international
scientist,

Health Plans
Open Enroliment

Blue Shield “Preferred” Plan, Kaiser,
Ross-Loos (CIGNA), and Maxicare

Now in Progress — Continuing to
March 31, 1986

Announcement to Employees
Will Be Distributed By Departments

Further details in March 3 Digest

Women’s Legal
Rights Seminar
“Women — Know Your Legal Rights
is the topic of a free all-day legal
seminar to be held on Saturday, March
8, 1986, at the County Hall of

Administration.

Co-sponsored by the Board of Super-
visors and the Commission for Women,
the conference is open to all County
employees. The keynote speaker will be
the Honorable Yvonne Brathwaite
Burke, former U.S. Congresswoman and
County Supervisor.

Four workshop sessions are sched-
uled throughout the day with several
topics being discussed in separate
groups, organized as follows:

Session |

— Domestic Violence

= Buyer Beware - Contracts

— Widowhood - Myths and

Realities
—  The Courts’ View - Child
Custody/Support
Session Il
—  Victim's Rights. (
—  Your Rights in Divorce
—  Where There's A Will There's A
Way - Wills, Durable Powers
and Transfers to Minors

Session Il

- Child Custody/Support - Psy-
chological Aspects

— On your Own - Establishing
Credit

—  Your Key to the Future -
Pensions and Retirement
Planning

Session IV

— Employee Discrimination/-

Wrongful Termination

—  Sexual Assault

= Money and Romance -
Perpetual/Live-in Agreement
ments

Because of space limitations, regis-
tration before February 28, 1986, is
requested. Call (213) 974-1455 to
obtain the registration form which will
provide parking and child care
instructions. (\

FEBRUARY IS BLACK
HISTORY MONTH




Congratulations — Retirees

Topping the list of retirees this month
are two employees with more than 40
years of County service; Norman E.
Williams, who is retiring from Purchas-
ing and Stores with 41 years of County
service, and Robert Johnson retiring
from Faciliies Management with 40%
years of County service. Plaudits for a
job well done and best wishes to
Norman and Robert!!

Congratulations to the following
retirees with over 30 years of service,
and we hope they enjoy their well-
deserved leisure time:

Animal Care and Control: Frederick
D. Smith

Culver Muni. Court: Maxine Park

Dept. of Health Services: Ophelia
A Morris

Downey Muni. Court: Robert D.
Hunt

DPSS: Betty H. Estes, Marie G
Myers, Ethel T. Williams

Facilities Management: Delon C.
Goodwin, Edward Landa, Eustolia
Quijada, Benjamin S. Sanchez, Robert
Lee Sudduth, Martha Uyesato, Abner
Wells, Jr.

Fire: George W. Harms

Harbor General Med. Center
Tomasa C. Long
Medical Support Services:

Flodessie Thomas, Elaine Webb

Probation: Henry |kemoto, John
R. Wiley

Public Health: Albert G. Rajotte,
George Seelig

Public Works: Robert E. Fox, Bruce
J. Steele, Luther Sherman, Robert P.
Niemann, Robert Mendonca, Lois
Sayoko Yagi

SCAQMD: Karl H. Schoenemann

Sheriff: Clarence C. Caraway, Lloyd
Huskey, Thomas E. McNeill Kenneth
Neal Niemi

The following retirees leaving after
more than 25 years of service will be
missed, and we wish them well:

County Clerk/Superior Court:
Josephine Moreno

Facilities Management: Joseph
A Tedros

DPSS: Christopher M. Cooper,
Tadashi L. Hirayama, Wiliam E.
Stevens

Fire: Ralph L. Orr

Long Beach Muni. Court: Brace E.
Barre, Jr.

Public Works: Clyde J. Addis

Registrar-Recorder: Joyce M.
Brown

Sheriff: Ananias Hall Shizuka V.
Tomei, Joseph H. Escarzaga, Howard
N. Wald

Meet Kathy

Kathy Madison, Special Volunteer

During the past quarter, the H.
Claude Hudson Comprehensive Health
Center programs included 175 par-
ticipating volunteers. Student volunteers
from CSULA, UCLA, and USC donated
4,066 hours to the dental, radiology,
and obstetrics areas at the center.
Other volunteers were from Project
AYUDA (“providing help” in Spanish),
WEBB (Women Enhancing Better
Babies), and relatives of the Hudson

CHC staff.
One of the most dedicated student

volunteers at the Hudson CHC is Kathy
Madison who works in the Clinical
Social Services Program. Ms. Madison
is presently attending CSULA and is
majoring in social work toward a
Bachelor of Ars Degree in June
1986. ;

Kathy volunteers 16 hours a week
providing basic social needs to walk-in
patients such as referrals to food
banks, shelters, clothing, and transpor-
tation. She also provides counseling for
patients who have suffered from child
abuse, teenage pregnancy, rape, and
bereavement. Most recently she was
involved with the Hudson Christmas
Program where she assisted in wrap-
ping gifts, preparing food baskets, and
identifying families to receive these
items.

Ms. Madison feels that her volunteer
work at Hudson has been instrumental
in her career decision because it has
broadened her knowledge of social
and health issues, as well as helping
her to understand the different ethnic
cultures and their socialization.

Volunteers learn by observing the
professional staff in the performance of
clinical tasks. Volunteer service
experiences are documented for
students and volunteers so that these
experiences may be used as references
when seeking employment. They are
provided on-the-job training and
workshops are held to teach skills
which can be utilized in seeking
employment.

Adult volunteer positions at Am-
bulatory Care Services are available to
those who are 18 years of age and
older. Youth volunteers must be at least
15 years of age and must agree to
volunteer a minimum of four hours per
week for six months or 100 hours. Per-
sons interested in volunteering for
Ambulatory Care Services may call
Susan Miranda at (818) 338-8461,
Ext. 354.

The ABC’s of Fitness

With so much talk about fitness these
days, it's easy to get confused. But in
common sense terms if you start with
aerobics and end with zest, it's simple
as A-B-Cl

Aerobic activities — swimming, run-

ning, jogging, cycling, brisk walking

- strengthen your cardiovascular sys-

tem by demanding oxygen.

Blood pressure — can be lowered

significantly by exercising regularly.

Caloric intake — should equal the

calories you expend and 3,500
calories equals 1 pound of fatty
tissue.

COUNTY IN - DOOR POOLS
OPEN YEAR - ROUND

Franklin D. Roosevelt Park Pool
7600 S. Graham Avenue, Los Angeles,
(213) 587-6314. Open 1-5 p.m. daily
and 6 - 9 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Admission is free. Features heated
showers and diving boards.

Jesse Owens Community Regional
Park Pool, 9835 S. Western Ave, Los
Angeles, (213) 756-0016. Open 1-5 p.m.
daily and night swimming Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, 6-9 p.m.
Admission is free. Has heated showers
and diving boards. Adult swimming
lessons are offered from 6-7 p.m.



Toy Loans
(Continued from page 1)
the current size of 32 Toy Lending Li-
braries and 115 Qutreach sites provid-
ing 35,000 toys annually to over 15,000
children.

To join a toy loan center, the child's
parents or a responsible adult must
sign an application. There are no dues
and no fines. In accepting and using
the toy library card, the children quickly
learn that caring for the toy is their re-
sponsibility. Toy are checked out for a
week and a record is kept including
grades of the toys' condition when
borrowed and after they are re
turned.

After 20 satisfactory loans the child is
considered an Honor Borrower and is
awarded a new toy to keep. If toys are
not cared for properly, the borrowing
privilege is taken away for one week.
According to Mrs. Donelson, the suc-
cess of this “honor code” concept has
been supported by the fact that, the
majority of children who borrow toys
return them in good condition and on
time. The rewards of character building
in the toy lending system last far
beyond the period of borrowing.

Each lending center is sponsored by
a community club, service organization,
PTA, or resident volunteers. The spon-
sor provides staff to operate the center.

If you know of a child who would
enjoy being a member of Toy Loan, if

Toy Library Locations

In Memoriam
The Space Shuttle “Challenger” Crew Members

Francis Richard Scobee, Commander
Michael John Smith, Pilot

Judith Arlene Resnik
Gregory B. Jarvis

Ronald Erwin McNair
Ellison Shoji Onizuka

Sharon Christa McAuliffe

The County of Los Angeles joins the nation by extending heartfelt sympathies to
the families of these brave Americans.

The Board ordered that its meeting of January 28, 1986 be adjourned in memory of
the lives lost on board the Space Shuttle “Challenger’ and that all flags at County
buildings be flown at half staff until after memorial services.

X ¥ ¥ X X x X

Former Southern California Crew Members:

Gregory B. Jarvis — Hermosa Beach resident, Hughes Aircraft shuttle payload
specialist.

Ellison S. Onizuka — Grand Marshal of 45th Annual Nisei Week in Los Angeles
(1985); attended Air Force Test Pilot School at Edwards Air
Force Base.

Robert E. McNair — Former Hughes Research Laboratories staff physicist and
member of the Los Angeles Trinity Baptist Church.

Judith Resnik — Former Redondo Beach resident, electrical engineer.

you belong to a service group that is
selecting a service project or have
donations of toys, please call the Toy
Loan Coordinator at (213) 226-6286.

This multi-faceted program is a prime
example of successful joint-ventures
with County departments, volunteers,
private sector businesses, and the
community.

Mon. & Wed. 2:30-5 February Celebrations

BELL GARDENS PARK

BELVEDERE PARK

CITY TERRACE

ELSEGUNDO

FELIPE DE NAVE

FEDERATED HEADSTART*

GARDENA

HIGHLAND PARK

HOLIFIELD PARK

LAWNDALE

LENNOX

LOS ANGELES COUNTY/USC
MEDICAL CENTER

MAR VISTA

MONTEBELLO PARK

RAMONA GARDENS

REDONDO PERRY PARK

ROWAN AVENUE SCHOOL*

SALAZAR PARK

SOUTH CENTRAL

SPARKS SCHOOL*

TOY LOAN CLUB

WAITE SCHOOL

6662 Loveland, Bell Gardens
4914 Brooklyn Ave, LA,
1126 Hazard, LA.

111 W. Mariposa, El Segundo
2820 W. 6th St,, LA.

21919 Avalon Blvd. Carson
812 W. 165th Place, Gardena

5812 N. Monterey, Highland Pk.

847 Carmel Court, Montebello
4580 W. 168th St, Lawndale
10828 Condon, Lennox

Open 1o hospital patients only
11965 Allin St, Culver City
115 S. Taylor, Montebello
2830 Lancaster, LA

2130 Rockefeller, Rdn. Bch.
600 S. Rowan Ave, LA.
3864 Whittier Bivd,, LA.
7655 S. Central Ave,, LA.
15151 Temple, La Puente
514 N. Hoover, LA.

122110 E. Walnut, Norwalk

Tues. & Thurs. 2-4:30
Wed. 3-5

Tues. Wed. & Sat. 10-12
Mon. 4-5:30

Tues. 2-4:30

Thurs. 3-5

Wed. 3-5

Wed. 2-5

Thurs. 2-4

Tues. 2-4:30

Sat. 10-12:30

Thurs. 2-4:30

Mon. 2-4:30

Wed. 2-5

Thurs, 2-4:30

Sun. 1-4

Tues. & Thurs. 2-4:30
Mon. 1:30-4:30

Wed. 3-5

Wed. 1:30-4:30

PARAMOUNT PARK MOBILE UNIT Services, 8 sites. Call 531-3503 for days and location.

*Closed during the summer

Lincoln's Birthday
St. Valentine’s Day
Washington's
Birthday

(County Holiday)
Washington's
Birthday
(Traditional)

February 12 —
February 14 —
February 17 —

February 22 —
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